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gathering. A presentation was made by a
direct descendant of the two founders of
the South Evergreen School.

10 Years of Dedication and
Achievement

hamburgers and hot dogs under the tent
with a three-piece live band to brighten

10-Year Anniversary of  inerind.

Preservation Efforts

The full restoration of the South
Evergreen One Room Schoolhouse in
Polkton Township West of Eastmanville
was on display for visitors during a
celebration open house on Saturday
October 14", 2023.

The fully restored school ten years in the
making is the result of the labor of many
dedicated volunteers and the support of
funds provided by many generous
donors. The story of how the effort to
restore the school began and details of

10-year anniversary celebration Coopersville Historical Society member and

former schoolhouse committee member,

The cool and rainy fall day did not
discourage visitors from attending to see
the restored schoolhouse and partake in

the project was presented by a member
of the schoolhouse committee who
answered some questions from the

Rochelle Rollenhagen Reagen portraying the
school's first teacher at the open house



The History of the South
Evergreen Schoolhouse

South Evergreen School circa 1894
The South Evergreen School was founded by four of the

pioneers that settled the area on the Grand River east of
Eastmanville. Kevin Timmerman, who is a descendent of two
of the founding pioneers shared at the October open house
some of the history of the family and how the South Evergreen
School came to be established.

Jacob Potts, Derial David Rice, Samuel Smith, and Nelson Chase
Severance came together to establish a school for their family
and neighbors. The area schools at this time consisted of one
room schoolhouses for all children through the 8™ grade within
two miles of the building.

Derial Rice settled as a farmer with his family on the Grand
River in 1855. The above photo shows the family cabin situated
not far from the schoolhouse.

Jacob Potts who came to the area as a lumberman arrived at
about the same time establishing his homestead also on the
river near the rice farm. Jacob would marry Olive Severance
the sister of Nelson Chase Severance who had settled on

adjoining property to the Potts and Rice families. The fourth
founder Samuel Smith was married to Mahala Severance
Nelson’s daughter. In 1868 Derial Rice’s son William would
marry Florence Potts Jacob’s daughter (Kevin’s great
grandparents are William and Florence Rice).

The establishment of the school was very much a family
project. The building was built shortly after the civil war in the
late 1860s. The formation and construction of the one room
schools followed much the same pattern. The land, materials,
and labor to establish the school was provided by the local
families of the students that the schools served. Once the
school building was completed a schoolteacher needed to be
selected.

South Evergreen School’s 1st Teacher

Fanny Wilson was the first schoolteacher at South Evergreen
School. The family connection would continue to influence the
school as Fanny was suggested as the teacher by her brother
James Wilson, the son in law of Nelsen Severance. The
curriculum of the school in the late 1860s was the three Rs:
Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic. Fannie would have
supervised the students and led the class for each grade
throughout the school day. Older students would have chores
such as chopping wood and tending to the stove to support the
teacher. The local parents would also support the teacher as
well with such things as providing her with a place to stay if the
weather was bad making it difficult for her to get home as one
example. Fanny would only teach for two years as she became
married, and the requirements of the day was for the teacher
to be an unmarried woman. She would go on to raise her own
family but tragically would pass away at the young age of 33.

Saving South Evergreen Schoolhouse
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South Evergreen Schoolhouse 2014

The South Evergreen school would serve many generations of
students during the 90+ years of operation ending in 1959.
Sadly, many one-room schools when they closed would fall into
disrepair, eventually to be demolished after years of neglect.
The repurposing of schools as homes saved many including the
South Evergreen School. The building was lightly remodeled by
residents who lived there at various periods in the 1970s. The
future of the building would rest with the knowledge some



local residents had of its history and their desire to preserve
the structure as it had survived for so long.

In the fall of 2013, a committee of those residents began an
effort to raise the necessary funds
to purchase the schoolhouse,
restore and preserve it as a local
landmark. It began with initial
donations by committee members,
alumni, teachers and neighbors and
later grants from the Loutit
Foundation of Grand Haven Area
Community Foundation, the
Coopersville  Area  Community
Foundation, the Coopersville Area
Youth Advisory Council, and the
Michigan Twp. Participating Plan.
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Reshingling roof - 2015_

By 2015, enough funds had been raised to purchase the
property and begin restoration by replacing the roof and
removing some of the changes to the school by the previous
residents.

Over the next eight years dedicated volunteers organized the
replacement of the electrical system, addition of electric heat,
installation of all new plumbing, well and septic system, and
restored the school’s interior. The interior work included
replastering and painting walls and ceiling. The old belfry was

removed and totally rebuilt with a donated school bell
matching the original. The volunteers even managed to locate,
return, and restore one of the school’s original outhouses to
the property. It now stands on the property next to the school.

The completed building stands as a reminder of a bygone era
and is a proud example of the legacy of the pioneer founders
and all the teachers and students through the generations that
attended school there.

See more photos, history, and student stories:
www.southevergreenschoolhouse.com

What’s Next?

In the imagination of the committee members, there has
always been the idea of saving the school to be available to
local residents to enjoy and remember a bygone day when
their ancestors established a community where they farmed
and raised their families. There has also been the goal of
making the schoolhouse available to school children who could
enjoy a “day at a one-room schoolhouse” to experience what
school life in the mid-to-late 1800’s was like.

The South Evergreen Schoolhouse Committee of Polkton
Township will continue to provide maintenance and other
support as needed to ensure the school will continue to be a
historical landmark and a remembrance of the many people
who built and endowed the community with their rich lives.



Donors, Volunteers and Contributors over 10 Years

The individuals and organizations that “Saved South Evergreen Schoolhouse”

Bill & Lois Adema
Alumni Association of CAPS
Nicholas & Emily Anderson

Nelvie Anderson

Anonymous Donors

Theo Aurich

Carter & Mary Anne Bacon

William & Luanne Baldridge

Beaver Creek Dairy, LLC

Mr. & Mrs. James M. Beebe

Mr. & Mrs. Harm Bennink Jr.

Howard & Daphne Bennink
Otto Bennink
Louella Bing

Bit of Luck 4H Club

Dr. Melissa & Eric Bombery
Les & Patricia Bowen
Ruth Brifling
Mr. & Mrs. James Budzynski
Ann Stuart Burroughs
Ben Bush
Harrison Bush
Dr. John & Francine Bush
Dr. Paul & Denise Busman
Campau Lyon Questers
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Carr
Mike & Charlotte Cary
CHS Industrial Arts Students
CHS Art Students
Irene H. Coffee
Jack & Marcia Cook
Coopersville Area Community Foundation
Coopersville Area Youth Advisory Council
Courtade Body Shop
Boby T. Cox
Bill & Shirley Cunningham
Rob Davids
Thomas & Linda DeKuiper
Mike & Christine DeMull
Mary DeVos
Don & Nancy Dodge
Shirley Draft
Ed & Jane Dyer
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Dyke
Cary Draft-Elliott & Jeffrey Elliott
Steve & Anne Engvall
Glenn Fitzpatrick
Jim Fitzpatrick & Cindy Weaver
Morris & Vivian Ford
Mr. & Mrs. Jared Foster
Mr. & Mrs. James Foster
Lon Frazier
William & Jane Gavin
Adam & Timara Gill
Steven Graeser
Groenink’s Elevator & Hardware
David & Diane Haan
Habian’s County Farm

Hanchett-So Evergreen-Lawrence Schl Com

E. J. Hanenburg Devel & Leasing LLC
Steve & Tami Harvey
Jana Hazekamp
Paul & Nancy Hazekamp
Rex Heckel
Emil & Linda Hecksel
James & Jacqueline Hedberg
Dr. T. William Hefferan
Doug & Bev Hehl
Andrew & Alice Hoban
Dan & Sue Holman
The Homemade Jam Band
Shari Hooper
Rhea Mae & Norvel Hubbel
Doug Huesdash
Ireland Chiropractic Clinic
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Jastrzembski
John’s Towing Service, Ken Van Doorn
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey D. Johnson
Jim & Pam Key
Jan Kimble
Bud & Nancy Kloosterhouse
Kuperus Excavating, Mark Kuperus
Betty Kurtz
David & Lori Laug
LP Tree Services, Mike Laug
Randy Laug
Harry O. Laura
Allen Lemieux
Bob & Linda Lemieux
Eugene Lemieux
Margaret Lemieux
Mary Lemieux
Norm & Meg Lemieux
Scott R. Lemieux
Tonya J. Lemmen
Lerine Lindberg
Les Lindberg
Marv Lindberg
Nancy K. Lindberg
Dr. Ronald Lindberg
Loutit Foundation of the GHACF
John& Rhesa Martin
Michael & Ellamae McDonald
Arnold & Delores Kulikamp-Medendorp
Sue Meindertsma
Randy & Alvina Meyers
A. J. Meyers
Michigan Township Participating Plan
Mary Millard
Menno Miller
Lanny Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Modderman
Mary G. Muma
Peter & Sheila Murdoch Donor Adv Fund
Marie Nellist
Raymond Nelson

Mary Blichfeldt O’Brien & Charles O’Brien
Olmstead Sign & Graphics
Ottawa County Landfill
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Otterbein
Arthur & Betty Parps
Roger D. Partlow
Cheryl Phillips
Beveryly J. Plescher
Tami Plont
Raap Sign, Dennis & Pat Raap
Sue Ramagllia
Raymer Water Supply Contractors
Rochelle Reagan
Dennis & Suzanne Reenders
Joseph Reineke
Dr. Scott Robinson DDS
Dale & Freda Rodgers
Esther M. Rodgers
Robert & Bobbi Sabine
Mr. & Mrs. William Sahlberg
Howard & Anna Sarber
Louis & Deborah Schakal
David & Rudite Schmidt
Stephen W. Schmidt
Adrianne Schmitt
Helen Schols
John Scholtz
Ron Scott
Dr. & Mrs. David H Seibold
Dorothy B. Smith
Kay Ann Snyder
Henry Spenski Jr.

Dale & Leah Spinner
Joseph Spinner
Fisher Stokes
Thomas Syburski Sr.
Verlabeth Thomas
Throop Funeral Homes, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Throop
Arthur Tikkanen
Kevin Timmerman

Richard Timmerman -
Mark Titus
Mr. & Mrs. Alvis G. Torno
Janet Trembreull
Gary & Claire Turner
Larry & Diane Van Dussen
Ron & Beth Veldman
Donald Veeneman
Ward W. Verseput
William & Marjorie Viveen
Dorothy Voss
Allen & Sue Walt
Arlyn & Kathy Walt
Joanne Windberg
James & Marilyn Yates
Joyce Zipse

Thank you for your dedication to this project and your support!
The South Evergreen Schoolhouse Committee of Polkton Township

Jim Key, Jim Fitzpatrick, Kathy Walt, Leah Spinner

www.southevergreenschoolhouse.com - info@southevergreenschoolhouse.com




